[Ependymomas of the lateral ventricle. A series of 27 cases with review of the literature].
Twenty-seven cases of ependymoma were collected in the French multicentric study dedicated to lateral ventricle tumors. The mean age of patients was 31,5 years. All patients underwent surgery, with complete resection of the tumor in 76% of cases. Histologic examination disclosed 23 grade 2 ependymomas and four grade 3 ependymomas. Postoperative mortality was 7%. Four patients underwent radiotherapy, and five chemotherapy. Local recurrence of the tumor occurred in seven cases, with a mean delay of 48 months. Disseminated disease within the central nervous system was found in only one patient. Median survival in all the 27 patients was 181 months, and median progression-free survival was 106 months. The relevant series of the literature are reviewed in order to precise the prognostic factors of ependymomas and therapeutic strategies.